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COULD you give your name, age and background.

My name is Petar King, | am 27 years old and have been
training in the Japanese martial arts since | was sixteen. | hold
a black belt in karate and ju-jutsu.

lunderstand that you have recently been awarded a black
belt in Togakure ryu Ninjutsu by Dr. Hatsumi, the 34th
grandmaster.

Yes, in spring of 1985 | was given the honour of a Shodan and
Shidoshi-ho by Hatsumi sensei.

When and how did you become interested in ninjutsu?

It was actually through ‘Fighting Arts'.....about ten years ago
| saw an excellent article in this magazine about Dr. Hatsumi  Peter King applies a lock and takedown lechnigue from Julai jutsu.
and his training. (Vo!. 2 No. 6 Editor)

Wheo did you first train with? What is the format of a class in Japan? :
| first trained with Tetsuji Ishizuka 8th dan, at his home and Usually we would meet at the dojo and while we were getting
dojo in Noda, Japan. changed we would drink Japanese tea. The class would begin

| have been to Japan twice to train in the traditional martial ~ with-lunan Taiso — warming up and stretching exercises, then
arts both visits were of two months duration. Onthe seconc iy~ onto Taienjutsu — rolling breakfalls and body movement.
| spent most of my time studying ninjutsu. Ther. the Kihon (basics) of Dakentai jutsu — striking, kicking
and blecking; Jutajjuisu — grappling, choking and escapes.
Are there licenced Ninjutsu Instructe.s in Europe now? e would practice these techniques for some time until
Yes, there is Bo Munthe, 4th dan, Sver-Eric Bogy ater, 2nd  Ishizuka sensei wild siep the class and show Henka waza
dan, and Mats Gullberg, 2nd dan — allin Sweden. Also Brian - varations. Cten aftar this, he would devote some time to
McCarthy 2nd dan in Ireland, all are sfiidoshi-fio. teachiing me Haribo (2’ stick) and knife technigues.

Do you have your own dojo now? Do youthink thai many people expect or want ninjutsuto
Yes, | was given permission to open my own cojc. whichis  be the magic recipe for martial prowess? _
in South Croydon. (Editors note. confact address af tie #4d | think thai a lol of people do think like this and allow their
of the interview), imaagination to rur wild with regard to ninjutsu. Perhaps they
hewvie been ancouraged by watching fictional entertainment on
How different is ninjutsu to other martial arts? teievision and in the cinema. That is not ninjutsu.
The main difference, from a physical point of viaw, is that in !
ninjutsu, the power is generated by an unusual way ot moving ~ How are these people treated by an instructor? .
the body. It's a "soft” movement, propelling the body, usuaity Thay are ailowed to watch and train, then make a decision
from a low position. as to whether they wish to indulge in fantasies or to study the
art of irue ninjutsu. The two are guitre separate.

Who were your other instructors in Japan? _ ?
Most of my training was with Ishizuka sense , bul lasic  How da the stulents aress for training mIJapan‘? :
trained with Major F. Manaka, Bthdanana D ranhsvion, h I'ostl ¢ thuay weuhd wizar an ordinary black gi. Theltradltlunal
dan, who was visiting with a training grzup fomisiael. | was  gart is inainly ket for censmony and demonstrations. They
also fortunate to be able to train with Dr. Haisumi. aiso do not weear the mies«s for the previous reasons,

Were there many surprisesinstoreforyouordidyouhave ~ What s the relationship between unarmed and weapon
a good idea of what to expect from Ninjutsu training? training? - \ : ;

| will answer that by saying that you are always being Unarmed and ammed techniques are vitually identical as the
surprised by the subtlety and effectiveness of the techniques.  same body movements are used in both.




On your last trip, you were allowed into the instructors
class. How was this exzerience?

I felt very honoured to oe asked nto the special class by Dr.
Hatsumi when he visited Ishizirka sensel’s dojo. It was a
unique Spportunity to sae first hand his brilliant mastery of
technigque.

Whai was vous imprezsion of hirn?

He was very king and iriendly towardz me and took time to
explain the various techrigues during training. After this
session he zpoka to me al greai length, through Ishizuka
sensei, about rinfutsy, egoacially in relation to ather martial
arts. He is an excepliona! iman and sxiremely parceptive,

How does he sze the fuliie of Togakura-ryu ninjutsu?

As he caings the responsinility for the nine schools that make
up the Bujinkan, he feels that he has the opportunity of showing
the world what 2 true warsicr tradition is. He believes that many
martial arts have losi ihair way since thair inceptions. On a
purely personal basis, | feei thai alihcugh he would like more
people to exparience the unigue way of ninjutsu, the most
imprstant U irg to bim s bes Oub, as ine presect grandin aster,
to cenmzlopand zortinue the Bufinkar into the nexd cereration.

Peler, thank you bar paus tirmeand the interviesw. § w sl you
success with your dojo.

o ]

Peter King demonsirates a Zenpo gerl ~ the Ninja version of the front
kick from Dakental-jutsy.

Peter King can be contacted for further information on his
school at -~ Bujinkan London - PO. Box 207, South
Croydon, Surrey, CRZ 6JL.

Please include a s.a.e. with your correspondence.




